
Reading Progression of Skills Year 6 

Decoding/ Word-reading   
>2000 words  

Inferential Reading   Fluency and Phrasing 
*150-200+ wpm 

Literal Understanding 
& Retrieval 

Response to Text 

• Children apply their 
growing knowledge of 
root prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology 
and etymology), both 
to read aloud and to 
understand the 
meaning of new 
words that they 
meet.  

• Children read a wide 
range of exception 
words, including the 
Y5-6 list and similar 
words which occur in 
the texts they read.  

Children learn to: 

• draw inferences 
independently, often 
justifying with 
textual evidence; 
make predictions 
from implied details, 
both before and after 
events;  

• identify and discuss 
themes across a wide 
range of texts, both 
fiction, non-narrative 
and poetry; 
summarise main 
ideas; make 
comparisons within 
and across texts, 
referring to both 
reference points; 
discuss and explore 
the precise meaning 
of words and phrases 
in context.   

Children show that they can:  

• read age-appropriate 
texts fluently and with 
confidence;  

• learn and recite a wider 
range of poetry, 
sometimes by heart;   

• read aloud and perform 
poems and plays, 
showing understanding 
through intonation, 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear to the audience; 
notice and respond to 
punctuation and 
phrasing when reading 
aloud;  gain, maintain 
and monitor the 
interest of the listener; 
automatically read a 
wide range of exception 
words, including the Y5-
6 list and similar words 
which occur in texts.  

• During text-
discussion, children 
can maintain focus 
on the subject, 
using notes when 
necessary;  

• independently 
locate information 
and provide 
reasoned 
justifications for 
their views; 
routinely find 
accurate quotations 
from a whole text; 
retrieve and 
summarise details 
to support opinions 
and predictions; 
using skimming, 
scanning and text-
marking to support 
answers to 
questions which 
require analysis e.g. 
of mood /setting 
/characters and to 
support own 
viewpoint.   

• With confidence and 
familiarity, children   
participate in discussion 
about books that are read 
to them and those they 
read independently, 
building on their own and 
others’ ideas and 
challenging others’ views 
courteously; discuss and 
evaluate how authors use 
language, talking readily 
about the effect of words 
and phrases on the 
reader; identify and talk 
about figurative language 
and its impact; distinguish 
between fact and opinion; 
explain and discuss their 
understanding of what 
they have read, 
expressing their point of 
view; provide reasoned 
justification for views.  

 


